
Canada - Atlantic Lieutenancy 2018 

Members of the Canada Atlantic Lieutenancy met regularly throughout the year to pray, to remember the 
mission of our Order and to acknowledge the important liturgical dates of our year. 

In early March to mark the beginning of Lent, members gathered to pray the Stations of the Cross at St 
Agnes Church led by Fr Paul Morris, KCHS, followed by a pot-luck supper in the rectory.  The food was 
delicious, and it was a wonderful time of fellowship. At that time Fr James Mallon, KCHS, told the members 
about a screening of a film about the life and contribution of Jean Vanier, called Summer in the Forest, which 
took place in April. Several members were able to view the film in Halifax and it was particularly meaningful 
for members of the Order because of the L'Arche home in Bethlehem where part of the documentary was 
filmed.  

In May, a mass took place in Sydney for Fr Fred Morley, KCHS, 
who celebrated the 70th year since his Ordination. Several 
members were in attendance for this celebration. Congratulations 
were sent to him from Cardinal O'Brien, and the Vice Governor 
General, Patrick Powers and H. E. Trudy Comeau for his long 
service to his community and to the Order. At left if a photo taken 
in Dec 2018 with Fr Morley beside Bishop Dunn and other 
members of the Lieutenancy. 

The Annual General Meeting/ Investiture weekend took place on June15/16, 2018.  The Vigil and 
Promotions Service was held Friday evening at St Agnes Church, Fr Paul Morris residing with a reception that 
followed. Sir Michel Comeau was promoted to KC*HS and Sir William Sweet was promoted to KCHS. Both 
knights have worked very diligently for the Order over the past few years and the promotions were well 
deserved. Members gathered Saturday at noon for a luncheon at Saint Mary's Cathedral Church Hall 

followed by the AGM. The 
highlight of the weekend was 
the Mass at Saint Mary's 
Cathedral Basilica at which Fr 
Peter Stephen was invested into 
the Order with Archbishop 
Mancini presiding. Once again, it 
was a pleasure to have our 
formal banquet in the evening at 
Royal Artillery Place where Dr. 
David Deane was our keynote 
speaker. He spoke about how 

the members of the Order are from all parts of the world and are united in their mission to carry out God's 
work by living their Christian lives remembering those less fortunate and particularly those Christians in the 
Holy land who need our support and prayers. He encouraged all to follow the example of Saint Paul as 
missionary disciples in the 21st century.  



It was a privilege to present Sir Tom Shediac, KC*HS with the Lieutenant's Award for 
outstanding service and dedication as Chancellor of the Lieutenancy for the past 4 
years. He has been instrumental in telling the faithful of the Yarmouth area about 
our mission and has brought several new members to the Order.  

 

 

 

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 
September 14, 2018 was celebrated by members of 
the Antigonish/Cape Breton Section with Fr John 
Barry, KHS presiding. It was a beautiful day to give 
thanks for all the goodness that God provides. 
Following the mass, the members had a time of 
sharing thoughts and ideas about the church and the 
Order and enjoyed lunch together. 

 

 

 

Members gathered on the Feast of Our Lady of Palestine, the last Sunday of October at St Agnes Church 
to celebrate mass together in solidarity 
with members of the Order in all parts of 
the world. Fr Paul Morris, KCHS, presided 
over the mass on Sunday morning with 
special prayers for peace for our brothers 
and sisters in the Holy Land.  

On the eve of the Feast day, Sir Greg 
Aikins (upper left in photo) gave an 
inspiring talk to members and the 
community at large on the Joy of 
Suffering - his account of walking the 
Camino de Compostella. His reflections 

were an inspiration in faith and warmly received.  

 

 

 



In November, a Consulta took place in Rome where all the lieutenants of the Order were invited for four days 
of consultations with the Cardinal Grand Master, H E Cardinal O'Brien, Archbishop Pizzaballa, Apostolic 
Administrator for the Latin Patriarch and the members of the Grand Magisterium. There were 60 of the 64 

lieutenants present and as well as updates on the challenges 
facing the Christians in the Holy Land, there was a large focus 
on developing clear and consistent guidelines to define the role 
of the lieutenant and the process for the succession of a 
lieutenant.  There was much sharing of best practices and a 
commitment to have a Lieutenant's manual compiled to assist 
with the transition from one lieutenant to the next.  Typically, a 
lieutenant is appointed for a 4-year term which can be renewed 
for a second term.  

 The highlight of the meetings was an audience with Pope 
Francis where he encouraged each of us to "Place the 
evangelical love of your neighbour as the final aim of your good 
works, to witness everywhere the goodness and care with 
which God loves everyone".  The Holy Father blessed a beautiful 
icon of Our Lady for Persecuted Christians and each 
lieutenancy was given a copy of Her to bring back to our 
lieutenancies to have on display when we ask for the 
intercessions of Mother Mary in our prayers.  

Our Advent gathering this year, held on the first Friday evening before Advent, was at Saint Mary's Cathedral 
Basilica in the Marian Chapel, where we met for Evening Prayer, with Fr Brian MacMillan, KHS presiding.  Fr 
Brian hosted us to a lovely reception at the Archdiocese residence following our prayer time. 

Our lieutenancy sent $22,500.00 to the Grand Magisterium to assist in the works of the Order in the Holy Land 
and an additional $1166.00 was sent for masses to be said in the Holy Land. Heartfelt appreciation is 
expressed for every donation. 

This year marked the passing on three of our members into eternal rest with our Lord:  Dame Dorothy 
Brocklehurst, DCHS, Sir Maurice Thorburn, KC*HS and Sir Michael Nash Kelly, KCHS. For each of them, the 
presence and prayers of the Order were at their funerals. May they be at peace. 

I wish to express personal thanks to Archbishop Mancini, Lieutenancy Prior, members of the Lieutenancy 
Council and all the members who have shown commitment to the Order through prayer and almsgiving. It is a 
great honour to serve as your Lieutenant. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Trudy Comeau, DC*HS 

 

 


